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Efficient Bus Transportation System Found by Accident
Asia’s Cities look for environmentally friendly traffic concepts at Asia-Europe Forum
Jakarta taz – Indonesia’s capital is suffering from daily traffic jams. 17.5 million people live
in the metropolitan area of Jakarta where there is no subway, until now. Under Suharto who
was overthrown in 1998, a toll-highway was built, with the profits from it going to his
family’s pockets. Even during rush hour, traffic is slow on these highways.
In midst of this urban planning nightmare there is now hope: From the Old Town
Kota in the north all the way down to the south, the Transjakarta bus has been operating
since 2004, on a road separated by curbstones. Its bus stops can be reached by crossing
bridges from the sidewalks and passengers can board through the bus stations, which sell
tickets and also serve as shelters from sun and rain. “The bus was supposed to be a temporary
solution until the building of a subway. It was so successful, that we are now planning to
build 14 more routes within the next two years,” says transportation researcher Heru Sutomo.
The Transjakarta buses depart every few minutes. However, the crossings remain
problematic, as they are often blocked by other vehicles that want to make a turn. Therefore,
the Transjakarta busses sometimes get stuck. Unlike regular busses, Transjakarta can move
smoothly until it reaches a junction. According to Sutomo, Transjakarta is already covering
costs, providing passengers with faster, cheaper and more reliable travel to their destinations.
60% of commuters have already switched from regular busses to Transjakarta, another 30%
from cars or taxis.
The successful example of the bus was discussed last week during an environment
forum of the Asia-Europe Foundation (ASEF). “In no other region of the world is
urbanisation growing as fast as in Asia”, says Cornelius Huizenga of the Clean Air Initiative
for Asian Cities. “500,000 people die yearly of air pollution. In many cities, the number of
vehicles doubles every 5 to 7 years,” according to him.
Another problem is the motorcycle. According to Lee Van Dat of the Ministry of
Transportation in Hanoi, there are 1.2 million motorcycles for 3.05 million inhabitants. 37%
of vehicles are bicycles, but this trend is declining.
In China the number of bicycles used is decreasing as well. Many cities have built bus
lanes, according to states planner Wang Yuaquing. Although there are plans for restrictions of
cars within city limits and toll fees for highways to curb increasing traffic, bicycles are still
being banned from the city centers. “In our region it is common to think that bicycles and
walking are only for the very poor”, says Moekti Handajamo Soejachmoen of Pelangi, an
Indonesian environmental organisation.
But there are also counter-examples. For example in Seoul, waters have been
redirected to an old riverbed, over which a street had been built. Today, pedestrians can walk
along the banks, where grass and trees have been planted.
Sven Hansen

