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International volunteers share their field experiences in South India

Six weeks after closely working with communities in South India, 21 international volunteers from 14
countries are now ready to make a new beginning. They will take back their learning experiences from
“Health on Stage” project to their respective countries and continue with community development work
in their own ways. “After this experience in India | will be training free arts to young people in six villages
in Bagadian in The Philippines as the Community Arts Training Programme,” said Felimon Blanco. He is a
theatre practitioner from The Philippines and one of the 21 volunteers.

The “Health on Stage” project enabled them with the knowledge of forum theatre that they used as a
creative medium to promote public health dialogue in Bangalore, Mysore and Chennai. As Felimon
added: “Unlike educational theatre, Forum Theatre uses the power of music, dance and body language.
This despite of all cultural and language differences, instantly connected us with the communities as we
performed.”

Public health particularly water related diseases is one of the main concerns in the underprivileged
urban, sub-urban and rural pockets of South India. “Lack of adequate hygiene and sanitation facilities,
open defecation and unclean environment have been some of the root causes behind such diseases,”
noted Rubini Raghunathan, “Health on Stage” volunteer and local Self-Help-Group (SHG) member in
Chennai.

These concerns were also highlighted by the communities as the volunteers directly interacted with them
before every forum theatre performance. “Communicating with communities was very challenging as | do
not speak their language,” said Suzanne Prak, “Health on Stage” volunteer and forum theatre
practitioner from The Netherlands. “However direct involvement of local community members in the
project bridged that gap.” Based on the interactions and observations in the communities, the
volunteers prepared specific scripts for every performance.

After every performance, local people from the audience were encouraged to share their feedback. “This
was one of the biggest achievements for us as local community leaders, women and young people came
forward to appreciate our effort and shared their thoughts on public health issues we addressed,” noted
Nagoor Kani, "Health on Stage” volunteer and community development worker from Bangalore.

Field experiences from “Health on Stage” were shared by participants at the “Open Day” event in
Bangalore, India (30t September). The Asia-Europe Foundation (ASEF) and the Coordinating Committee
for International Voluntary Service (CCIVS) with Field Services & Inter-Cultural Learning (FSL India)
organised this event as the closing session of the “10% Asia-Europe Young Volunteers Exchange
programme: Health on Stage”. Representatives from civil society organisations, forum theatre
practitioners, public health experts and the media participated in this occasion.

About 10t Asia-Europe Young Volunteers Exchange programme: Health on Stage

“Health on Stage” is a joint effort by the ASEF and CCIVS to commemorate the United Nations
Volunteers’ (UNV) 10t Anniversary of the International Year of Volunteering (IYV+10) and the European
Year of Volunteering. It is hosted by the FSL India in Bangalore, Chennai and Mysore in South India (20
August - 1 October 2011).

For more information about the project visit http://tinyurl.com/3d9uye5
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About the Organisers:

The Asia-Europe Foundation (ASEF) promotes greater mutual
understanding between Asia and Europe through intellectual, cultural
and people-to-people exchanges. Through ASEF, civil society concerns
are included as a vital component of deliberations of the Asia-Europe
Meeting (ASEM*). ASEF was established in February 1997 by the
participating governments of ASEM and has since implemented over
500 projects, engaging over 15,000 direct participants as well as
ASIA-EUROPE  reaching out to a much wider audience in Asia and Europe.
FOUNDATION www.asef.org

* ASEM now brings together 46 member states (Australia, Austria, Belgium, Brunei
Darussalam, Bulgaria, Cambodia, China, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia,
Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Indonesia, India, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Korea,
Laos, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malaysia, Malta, Mongolia, Myanmar, the
Netherlands, New Zealand, Pakistan, the Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Russia,
Singapore, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Thailand, United Kingdom, Vietnam) plus
the European Commission and the ASEAN Secretariat. www.aseminfoboard.org

The Co-ordinating Committee for International Voluntary Service was
founded in 1948. CCIVS is a co-ordinating body for international
voluntary service organisations and it counts more than 250 member
associations in 96 countries, including 5 international networks and
several regional structures and platforms. It acts as a link to establish
relations between the members and international institutions such as
the EU, different UN agencies or foundations. CCIVS fosters the
development of regional networks through the organisation of
international projects and seminars and the production of publications

and training tools. (www.ccivs.org)

FSL India (Field Services and Intercultural Learning) is a Non-
Governmental Organization registered under the Indian Trust Act in
2001, as a non-profit body. It is a charitable, non-political, non-religious
youth organization. FSL-India is a member of the Coordinating
Committee for International Voluntary Service (CCIVS-UNESCO),
Network for Voluntary Development in Asia (NVDA) and cooperates with
the Alliance of European Voluntary Service Organizations. FSL-India
networks with like-minded organizations to promote Youth mobility and
intercultural learning and acts as a support structure for other youth
and social organizations in India. The Head office is located in
Bangalore, with centres in Kundapur, Chennai and Kerala. FSL-India
receives about 1300 international volunteers every year through the
support of international partners. (www.fsl-india.org)
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